CHRISTMAS TREE TRADITION HAS ANCIENT ORIGINS
King Tut never saw a Christmas tree, but he would understand the tradition which goes back long before the first Christmas.  Evergreens were very important for the Egyptians. When the winter days got short and dark in December, they brought palm leaves into their homes to show  life's success over death.
The Romans also had a celebration during the shortest days of winter. They decorated their houses with greens and lights and exchanged gifts. They gave money for prosperity, cakes and cookies for happiness, and lamps to light one's journey through life.
Centuries ago in Great Britain, forest priests called Druids used evergreens in winter solstice celebrations. The Druids used holly and mistletoe as symbols of eternal life, and placed evergreen branches over doors to keep away bad spirits.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Late in the Middle Ages, Germans and Scandinavians put evergreen trees inside their homes to show their hope for  the next spring. Our modern Christmas tree comes from these early traditions.
Some people think that Martin Luther began the tradition of decorating trees to celebrate Christmas. One cold night before  Christmas, about the year 1500, he was walking through  a snow-covered forest and saw a beautiful group of small evergreens. Their branches had snow on them, and the snow shimmered in the moonlight. When he got home, he set up a little tree indoors so he could share this story with his children. He decorated it with candles, which he lighted to honour Christ's birth.
In North America the custom of decorating Christmas trees spread slowly. In some places Christmas was banned. Even as late as 1851, a minister nearly lost his job because he allowed a tree in his church. Schools in Boston stayed open on Christmas Day through 1870, and sometimes expelled students who stayed home.
The Christmas tree market was born in 1851 when a farmer pulled two ox sleds of evergreens into New York City and sold them all. By 1900, one in five families had a Christmas tree, and 20 years later, the custom was nearly universal.
Christmas tree farms sprang up during the depression. Garden centres couldn't sell their evergreens for landscaping, so they cut them for Christmas trees. 
About 90 percent of the nation's Christmas trees come from 6 kinds of trees. Scotch pine is the most popular, selling about 40 percent of the market, followed by Douglas fir which has about 35 percent. The other big sellers are noble fir, white pine, balsam fir and white spruce.
The Wreath
The Eastern European people used to light up evergreen wreaths in the cold winter evenings with the hope of early spring and sunshine. 
There are four candles in a circle of evergreen with another candle in the middle. The symbolism of evergreen is the continuity of life and the prickly holly reminds one of the Cross. The circle of the wreath is without beginning or end meaning that God is eternal and life everlasting. Sometimes either four white candles or three purple and one rose candle are used. Each day one candle is lit and the middle candle is lit on Christmas Eve to signify the arrival of Jesus. 
There are different types of Christmas wreaths. Wreaths can symbolize belief, prayers and hopes. They can also decorate a table or door and can be mainly ornamental. 

