Dictation:  2011 is the Year of the Rabbit
Chinese New Year starts with the New Moon on the first day of the new year and ends on the full moon 15 days later. The 15th day of the new year is called the Lantern Festival, which is celebrated at night with lantern displays and children carrying lanterns in a parade. 
The Chinese calendar is based on a combination of lunar and solar movements. The lunar cycle is about 29.5 days. In order to "catch up" with the solar calendar the Chinese insert an extra month once every few years (seven years out of a 19-yearcycle). This is the same as adding an extra day on leap year. This is why, according to the solar calendar, the Chinese New Year falls on a different date each year.
New Year's Eve and New Year's Day are celebrated as a family affair, a time of reunion and thanksgiving. The celebration was traditionally highlighted with a religious ceremony given in honor of Heaven and Earth, the gods of the household and the family ancestors. 
The sacrifice to the ancestors, the most vital of all the rituals, united the living members with those who had passed away. Departed relatives are remembered with great respect because they were responsible for laying the foundations for the fortune and glory of the family. 
The presence of the ancestors is acknowledged on New Year's Eve with a dinner arranged for them at the family banquet table. The spirits of the ancestors, together with the living, celebrate the onset of the New Year as one great community. The communal feast called "surrounding the stove" or weilu. It symbolizes family unity and honors the past and present generations. 
Plants and Flowers
Every traditional Chinese household should also have live blooming plants to symbolize rebirth and new growth. Flowers are believed to be symbolic of wealth and high positions in one's career. Lucky is the home with a plant that blooms on New Year's Day, for that foretells a year of prosperity. In more elaborate settings, plum blossoms just starting to bloom are arranged with bamboo and pine sprigs, the grouping symbolizing friends & longevity; the plum blossom also signifies reliability and perseverance; the bamboo is known for its compatibility, its utility and its flexible stems for furniture and other articles; the evergreen pine evokes longevity and steadiness. Other highly prized flowers are the pussy willow, azalea, peony and water lily or narcissus.
The Chinese firmly believe that without flowers, there would be no formation of any fruits. Therefore, it is of the utmost importance to have flowers and floral decorations.
They are the emblems of reawakening of nature, they are also intimately connected with superstition and with the wish for happiness during the ensuing year. 



Lunar New Year
What doesn’t belong?
	1. 
	rabbit
	monkey
	dragon
	sheep
	rabbit is not an earth sign

	2. 
	metal
	earth
	wind
	fire
	wind is not a Chinese zodiac

	3. 
	1943
	1967
	1970
	2003
	1970 is not a multiple of 12

	4. 
	ram
	horse
	dragon
	monkey
	monkey is not a yin

	5. 
	bamboo
	pine
	turtle
	rabbit
	rabbit is not a good luck symbol

	6. 
	elm
	azalea
	peony
	narcissus
	elm is not a flower

	7. 
	dark
	female
	sun
	winter
	sun is not a yin

	8. 
	moon
	sky
	fire
	light 
	moon is not a yang

	9. 
	snake
	red
	5
	bat
	snake is not a symbol for good luck

	10. 
	red pockets
	money
	uncles
	bamboo
	bamboo is not in the theme of red pockets

	11. 
	lanterns
	gifts
	squirrel
	new moon
	squirrel doesn’t have anything to do with New Year’s

	12. 
	snail
	sheep
	pig
	rabbit
	snail is not a zodiac animal

	13. 
	tiger
	elephant
	horse
	dog
	elephant is not a zodiac animal

	14. 
	monkey
	balance
	harmony
	yin yang
	monkey is not a symbol of yin yang




YANG

[image: Chinese zodiac signs]

YIN 
What year were you born in the Chinese zodiac calendar?
Browse the calendar to find your birth year and more about your Chinese zodiac sign : 
	Rat
	1924 
	1936 
	1948 
	1960 
	1972 
	1984 
	1996 
	2008 

	Ox
	1925 
	1937 
	1949 
	1961 
	1973 
	1985 
	1997 
	2009 

	Tiger
	1926 
	1938 
	1950 
	1962 
	1974 
	1986 
	1998 
	2010 

	Rabbit
	1927 
	1939 
	1951 
	1963 
	1975 
	1987 
	1999 
	2011 

	Dragon
	1928 
	1940 
	1952 
	1964 
	1976 
	1988 
	2000 
	2012 

	Snake 
	1929 
	1941 
	1953 
	1965 
	1977 
	1989 
	2001 
	2013 

	Horse
	1930 
	1942 
	1954 
	1966 
	1978 
	1990 
	2002 
	2014 

	Sheep
	1931 
	1943 
	1955 
	1967 
	1979 
	1991 
	2003 
	2015 

	Monkey
	1932 
	1944 
	1956 
	1968 
	1980 
	1992 
	2004 
	2016 

	Rooster
	1933 
	1945 
	1957 
	1969 
	1981 
	1993 
	2005 
	2017 

	Dog
	1934 
	1946 
	1958 
	1970 
	1982 
	1994 
	2006 
	2018 

	Pig
	1935 
	1947 
	1959 
	1971 
	1983 
	1995 
	2007 
	2019 



Which signs are compatible in the Chinese zodiac?
The 3 animals which are evenly spaced from one another in the zodiac circle are generally considered to be good matches. Rat, Dragon and Monkey [image: http://www.chiff.com/graphics2/compatibility-monkey-rat-dragon.gif]; Ox, Snake and Rooster [image: http://www.chiff.com/graphics2/compatibility-ox-snake-rooster.gif]; Tiger and Horse and Dog [image: http://www.chiff.com/graphics2/compatibility-tiger-horse-dog.gif]; Rabbit, Sheep and Pig [image: http://www.chiff.com/graphics2/compatibility-rabbit-sheep-pig.gif]are suitable for one another. Matching symbols on the Zodiac chart indicate compatible signs. 
The signs that are opposite each other in the Zodiac Circle chart are poor matches. Generally a Rat and Horse; Ox and Goat; Tiger and Monkey; Rabbit and Rooster; Dragon and Dog; Snake and Pig will not get along with each other. These signs make poor partners in love and in business. Family members who have opposite signs may experience friction and disharmony in the home. 
Each person is a combination of the sign of the year they are born in as well as influences of the time of day and the larger cycles of the zodiac. You may find that even though a person was born in a year that would seem to make you a poor match, the other influences that you share balance the ill effects of incompatible signs and make for a very good relationship — or cause problems in even the most compatible signs! 
Yin Yang
Chinese Yin Yang symbols represent perfect balance. Seemingly, the whole of Chinese philosophy stems from the concept of Yin and Yang – opposites interacting and supposedly the seed of all things. For example, evil results from an imbalance in Yin and Yang, and good comes from the two being in harmonic balance.

Are you more Yin or Yang?
	
	Yin
	Yang 

	1. What colors are you more attracted to?    
	blue and green 
	yellow and red

	2. What kind of climate do you prefer?   
	cold 
	hot

	3. Your favorite snacks are:   
	salty
	sweet

	4. What time of day do you like more?   
	night 
	day

	5. You are more likely to be:   
	stubborn
	flexible

	6. You would describe yourself as:   
	extroverted
	introverted

	7. What part of your country would you prefer to live in?   
	north 
	south

	8. Which do you prefer?
	valleys
	mountains 

	9. Are you more?
	organised
	creative 

	10. Are you more?
	passive
	active 

	11. Are you
	pessimistic
	optimistic

	12. Do you prefer
	watching tv and reading
	going out and doing sports

	13. Do you prefer
	cold drinks
	hot drinks

	14. Do you prefer
	an evening of solitude and peace
	an evening of parties





Yin and Yang Corresponding Energies:
	Yin
	Yang
	[image: C:\Users\Baye\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\66BDJ6G9\MC900156553[1].wmf]
The meaning of the characters for yin and yang has more than just one connotation.
Basically interpreted, yang means "sunny", so it corresponds to the day and more active functions. Whereas yin, means "shady", and corresponds to night and less active functions.


	Dark
	Light
	

	Matter
	Spirit
	

	Earth
	Sky
	

	Female
	Male
	

	Passive
	Active
	

	Tiger
	Dragon
	

	Down
	Up
	

	North
	South
	

	Water
	Fire
	

	Winter
	Summer
	

	Shade
	Sunlight
	

	Receptive
	Creative
	

	Valleys
	Mountains
	

	Even Numbers
	Odd Numbers
	

	Moon
	Sun
	

	Cold
	Heat
	

	Death
	Life
	


Are you more yin or yang? Why?



Questions for discussion
1. What animal is your zodiac sign?
2. Which signs are you compatible with?
3. Which signs are you not compatible with?
4. Are you a yin or a yang?
5. Are you earth, fire, metal or water?


Match the Zodiac Animal to its description
	1. Rat
	[image: Chinese Zodiac Rat]
	
	A. Element: Fire
Partners well with: Rooster and Ox
Characteristics: Philosophical, organized, intelligent, intuitive, elegant, attentive, decisive

	2. Ox
	[image: Chinese Zodiac Ox]

	
	B. Element: Metal
Partners well with: Snake and Ox
Characteristics: Honest, energetic, intelligent, flamboyant, flexible, diverse, confident.


	3. Tiger
	[image: Chinese Zodiac Tiger]

	
	C. Element: Water
Partners well with: Sheep and Rabbit
Characteristics: Honorable, philanthropic, determined, optimistic, sincere, sociable


	4. Rabbit
	[image: Chinese Zodiac Rabbit]

	
	D. Element: Earth
Partners well with: Snake and Rooster
Characteristics: Loyal, reliable, thorough, strong, reasonable, steady, determined

	5. Dragon
	[image: Chinese Zodiac Dragon]
	
	E. Element: Wood
Partners well with: Horse and Dog
Characteristics: Enthusiastic, courageous, ambitious, leadership, confidence, charismatic


	6. Snake
	[image: Chinese Zodiac Snake]
	
	F. Element: Water
Partners well with: Dragon and Monkey
Characteristics: Intelligent, adaptable, quick-witted, charming, artistic, sociable


	7. Horse
	[image: Chinese Zodiac Symbol Horse]

	
	
G. Element: Earth
Partners well with: Boar and Rabbit
Characteristics: Tasteful, crafty, warm, elegant, charming, intuitive, sensitive, calm 


	8. Sheep
	[image: Chinese Zodiac Symbol Sheep]

	
	H. Element: Wood
Partners well with: Sheep and Boar
Characteristics: Trustworthy, empathic, modest, diplomatic, sincere, sociable, caretakers 


	9. Monkey
	[image: Chinese Zodiac Monkey Symbol]

	
	I. Element: Earth
Partners well with: Rat and Monkey
Characteristics: Lucky, flexible, eccentric, imaginative, artistic, spiritual, charismatic

	10. Rooster
	[image: Chinese Zodiac Rooster]

	
	J. Element: Earth
Partners well with: Tiger and Horse
Characteristics: Loyal, sociable, courageous, diligent, steady, lively, adaptable, smart


	11. Dog
	[image: Chinese Zodiac Dog]

	
	K. Element: Fire
Partners well with: Dog and Tiger
Characteristics: Adaptable, loyal, courageous, ambitious, intelligent, adventurous, strong 


	12. Boar
	[image: Chinese Zodiac Boar]

	
	L. Element: Metal
Partners well with: Dragon and Rat
Characteristics: Quick-witted, charming, lucky, adaptable, bright, versatile, lively, smart 






FIND THE MISTAKES IN SPELLING, CAPITALISATION, AND GRAMMAR:

Celebrated in late january or early february, chinese new year starts on
a New Moon and ends 15 days later during the Lantern Festival. A sing of Spring, Chinese New Year is the bigest holiday in China. Paper decorations and flours are placed in holmes, and people exchange gift. One gift of Chinese New Year is called lucky money. Lucky money is money rapped in small red envlopes it is give to children by freinds and relatives. (15 mistakes)

The Red pocket is a chinese tradition. The elder poeple give out red pockets to childs/teenages. There are usually money inside. Chinese children earn quite a fortune during Chinese New Year getting red pocks from their elderly family members, uncls and aunties. Of course, by the Newton's law of action and reaction, the elderly go broke at the same time. Lucky that the red pockets giving only last 10-15 days. (11 mistakes)
[bookmark: _GoBack]
fishes are a good decoration as well a dish during the chinese new year because the chinese pronuncaition of "fish" is similar to that of "left over". one gets "left over" because s/he has too much. having too much are a sign of waelth. so, fishes are good thing to show and to eat during chinese new year. (14 mistakes)
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